NATIONAL   MINISTRIES
who say that the nautical frankness of King George V was
the real force behind MacDonald's historic decisions. The
Royal will was supposed to have asserted itself roughly along
the lines that as Mr. MacDonald has got us into this mess
it is for Mr. MacDonald to get us out of it, and that his
resignation was thus unacceptable and should be slept upon.
Snowden's view, which he expresses more than once in his
autobiography, was that MacDonald did not feel any real
regret at his break with Labour. * Later developments',
he adds acidly, ' have amply confirmed this belief.* Snow-
den tells how the day after the National Government was
formed, MacDonald came into Snowden's room at Downing
Street in very high spirits. * I remarked to him that he
would now find him.self very popular in strange quarters.
He replied, gleefully rubbing his hands, *e Yes, to-morrow
every duchess in London will be wanting to kiss me!" *
MacDonald's complacence, however, was not fully under-
stood at that time. During the critical hours Mr. MacDonald
kept the National Government to himselfl He had a meeting
with the Opposition leaders, but Mr. Neville Chamberlain
who was there declared a few days afterwards that he went
to bed that night expecting that next day Mr. Baldwin would
be asked to form a Government. But Baldwin was com-
placent too. Beyond the general theme that party principles
must not be sacrificed he only made one fundamental reserva-
tion. He would not form a coalition with Mr. Lloyd George
in it.
We have detected all through this hostility to Lloyd
Georgian Liberalism in Eden—he inherited it from Baldwin.
Baldwin is renowned for his friendliness, but he is also a
long-term enemy. After the downfall of the Lloyd George
coalition, in which he had taken such a dramatic part at the
Carlton Club meeting, he is reputed to have emphasized be-
yond all shadow of doubt that he would never again serve
under Lloyd George. All through the period of his pre-
dominance we find him up against the Tory of the old
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